
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

MAJOR WORLD VIEW TEST FLIGHT READIES THE COMPANY TO 
BEGIN FULL SCALE FLIGHT TESTING FOR HUMAN PRIVATE 

SPACEFLIGHTS 
 

Successful Completion of Flight Enables Next Stage of Full Scale Test Flights  
 

Click to tweet: Major milestone for @WorldViewVoyage. Critical tech is proven and on track to carry you to #space. 
http://bit.ly/WorldViewMilestoneTestFlight 

 
Page, AZ – Oct. 26, 2015 – World View, the commercial spaceflight company, has successfully completed a major 
milestone test flight this past weekend, keeping the company on track to meet its 2017 goal for private flights with 
passengers to the edge of space. This test flight carried a scaled down, replica spacecraft to a final altitude of 100,475 
feet (30624 meters), successfully marking the transition from sub-scale testing to a historical next stage of development – 
full scale testing. 
 

Download Photos Here: bit.ly/MilestoneTestFlightPhotos 
Watch the Video Here: bit.ly/MilestoneTestFlightVideo 

 
This sub-scale test flight demonstrated foundational technologies necessary for regular, operational flight, and proves that 
commercial flight to the edge of space via high-altitude balloon will serve as a viable and major form of transport in the 
emerging private space travel industry. The flight launched from Page, Arizona, one of the locations from where World 
View plans to fly Voyagers to the edge of space.  
 
World View’s Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder Jane Poynter attributes the success to the incredible team of 
engineers at World View, many of whom were part of the StratEx Space Dive program that carried former Google 
Executive Alan Eustace to 136,000 feet beneath a high-altitude balloon in October 2014.  “Our team is comprised of some 
of the best aerospace engineers in the world and they’ve achieved some major technological advancements in the last 
few months. Those efforts have resulted in new and innovative technologies that will, without a doubt, make private travel 
to the edge of space routine in the years to come. This test flight is symbolic of a major step towards a new era of 
accessible space travel for us all.” 
 
Before advancing to full-scale system testing, World View needed to combine two critical achievements from past 
milestone flights; high-altitude parafoil flight and full flight operations with a sub-scale payload. After months of innovation, 
design and component testing, this flight successfully achieved all objectives. 
 
High-altitude ballooning technology has been around for decades, but developing a human-rated flight system to allow for 
a flawless launch, gentle ride and pinpoint landing required World View to innovate on existing technology. In particular, 
this test flight focused on demonstrating three key flight features:  

 Gentle Liftoff– The balloon that will carry the World View spacecraft expands to around the size of a football 
stadium (or ~14 million cubic feet) when fully inflated so the method of routinely launching the Voyager flight 
system is a key enabling technology.  The launch method for this successful test was the same as is planned for 
the World View Voyager flight system, and largely the same hardware that will be used for the upcoming full scale 
flights.   

 Seamless Transition– The transition from balloon float at the edge of space to aerodynamic flight requires that 
the spacecraft detach from the high-altitude balloon and gracefully begin flying to the landing site. Making this 
transition smooth in the vacuum of near space is a key enabler for flights with passengers. Together with its 
partner United Parachute Technologies (world leaders and pioneers of innovative aerodynamic descent 
technology), World View has now developed and flight-tested protected intellectual property that will enable these 
improved transitions in the vacuum of near space, a critical milestone for routine human flight.  

-more- 

http://ctt.ec/641a6
http://bit.ly/WorldViewMilestoneTestFlight
http://worldviewexperience.com/
http://bit.ly/MilestoneTestFlightPhotos
http://bit.ly/MilestoneTestFlightVideo
http://www.unitedparachutetechnologies.com/


 Smooth Descent– Thanks to the help of its partner MMIST, the global leader in precision aerial delivery, World 
View’s spacecraft will use a high-tech aerodynamic descent system that will allow the pilot and flight team to land 
the spacecraft at a pre-determined landing strip. While the World View spacecraft will sail with the winds on 
ascent, the flight team and pilot will have full control on descent. This descent system was demonstrated and 
proven successful during this test flight, meaning smooth and accurate descent trajectories for future World View 
flights.  

Chief Technology Officer and Co-Founder Taber MacCallum said, “While each individual system has been analyzed and 
extensively tested in previous test flights, this significant milestone allowed us to test and prove all critical flight systems at 
once.Now we’re ready for the next major phase of development – full scale system testing.”  
 
World Viewwill now prepare for a series of full scale test flights in the months to come. These tests will use a flight test 
article with mass and aerodynamics equivalent to the World View Voyager spacecraft.  
 
Commercial flights with Voyagers are scheduled to begin in 2017, when passengers will pay $75,000 each to travel to the 
edge of space and witness a sunrise against the curvature of the Earth and the blackness of space. The final capsule will 
be comfortably styled, offering Wi-Fi, a bar and a lavatory for Voyagers as they float along the edge of space for one-to-
two hours at peak altitude of 100,000 feet. 
 
About World View  
World View is pioneering a new era of discovery at the edge of space via high-altitude balloon. World View offers a gentle, 
comfortable, and life-changing travel experience to the edge of space for private citizens; and affordable access to a 
range of near-space commercialization opportunities for researchers, private companies and government agencies. 
Available today for commercial flights for payloads only, and currently taking reservations for flights with passengers and 
private tours, World View is creating unprecedented access to the near-space environment. Watch the World View 
experience here. For more information, visit http://www.worldviewexperience.com. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 
real-time updates. 
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